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Filial Devotion of a Bird.

We have a saying that charity begtn
mt home, and it has been added that a
rjrsat deal of the charity that begins at
Home stays there, Of this narrow sort
of benevolence, too, wo find examples
among the animals. There is the bar-be- t,

for instance. It is a solitary bird,
and sits most of the timo in morose
silence on a twig, waiting for its food
(in tlio 6hape of an insect) to fly by.
Sometimes it is said to rouse itself and
make a descent upon the nest of some
smaller bird and eat all the little ones.

Certainly, one would not look for any
eort of benevolence from such a bird;
ttnd yet it offers a very striking and
beautiful example of the

kind.
The celebrated naturalist, Levaillant,

who has told so many interesting things
about the birds of Africa and South
America, says that he discovered a bar-bet- 's

nest in which there were live birds.
Four of them were young and vigor-
ous, but the fifth was so old and weak
that when it was put into a cage with

t
3ts comrades it could not move, out lay
dying in the corner where it bad been
placed.

When food was put into the cage the
poor old bird could only look at it long-
ingly, without having the strength to
drag itself within reach of it. Then it was
that the younger birds manifested a
singular spirit of kindness. Quickly,
avnd even with an air of tenderness, as it
aseenv, they carried food to the decrepit
old bird, and fed it as if it had been
only a fledgling. Struck by this spec-
tacle, the naturalist examined the nest
from which the birds had been taken,
and found it was full of husks and the
remains of insects, showing plainly that
the Id bird must have been maintained
a long time by its vigorous companions,
which probably were its own offspring.
."Further study of other birds of the same
species convinced the naturalist that it
was the custom for the old and infirm
birds to bo cared for by the young and
strong.

There are several different species of
ibarbets found in Africa and South
America, and though not graceful i
shape, many of them are exceedingly
beautiful in plumage. They get their
jname of barbct from the French word
lbarbe, meaning beard, because they
liave tufts of stiff hair at the base of the
MIL Naturalists place them in a genus
called liucco, and some persons call
them puff-bird- s, becauso they have an
odd way of puffing out the feathers all
over the body, which then looks more
3 ike a bale of feathers than a bird.
2VHI Woodman, in St. Nicholas.

An Eccentric Editor.

The late Charles Hazewell, of the
Boston Traveller, was one of the most
curious ornaments the journalism of
this country ever had. His memory
was prodigious. In matters of American
history many fine critics placed him
above Bancroft as an authority. In his
Jibrary at llevere, some eight miles
jfrom Boston, he had a choice collection
of rare books to the number of five
ithousand, and knew them as a mother
ikflows her child. He could repeat the

'Scarlet Letter" word for word.irom
lid to lid. But his greatest feat of

vmeinwry was to repeat the sovereigns of
Jvngland from the old Danish days to
Victoria, giving the number of chifdren

.each had, the dates of their birth and
(death, and the entire collateral connec-
tions. What is the sense of blowing

lacauley up to the skies because he
vas able to call off the Popes of Home

tand the Archbishops of Canterbury in
iheir historical order when our native
institutions have produced this greater
miracle in Hazewell P With all hi
Irritability of temper, the old gentleman
was as tender-hearte- d as a woman. He
lenew his strength, and in the line of hia
duties had one inflexible rule. If the
editor didn't want his matter be could
topple it over into the waste-baske- t,

but if he dared to change a word be did
so at the peril of his life. His great
work was to write a review of the week,
irhich always appeared on Saturday and
gave the Traveller & reputation for
brains which it has now lost probably
'.forever. The way Hazewell would jug-

gle his facts and dates and historic
irecedents was wonderful to behold,

Ilis bump of reverence was alarmingly
small, fie was, perhaps, the most
.gifted and orginal artist in profanity
ever bred under this great republican
:form of government, and coulcbcompete
cin this accomplishment with the Bed-Chead-

Ranger of the Rio Grande, other--wi- e

known as . Tom Ochiltree. In his
J ant "hours he turned to his son and said:
-- ,Edward, bury mo not deep in some
crowded church-yar- d, but near the
ground's surface in Christ's green
yastures, where my remains can fertilize
and fructify when my brain is gone."
LN. Y. World.

A gentleman was riding with a lady
in an open carriage, "all of a summer s
day,''1 and accidentally men's arms are
such awkward things, are ever in the
way dropped an arm around her waist
2Jo objection was made for awhile, and
flthe arm gradually relieved the side of
the carriage of the pressure upon it. But
of a sudden (whether from a late recog-
nition of the impropriety of the thing, or
the sight of another beau coming, never

fcnown) the lady started with vol-

canic energy, and with a flashing eye
;xdalmed: ''Mr. Brown, I can support

rmyselfl" "Capital!" was the instant
rreply, ,you are just the girl I have been
"Booking fer these five years will you
jnarry meP" Detroit Post.

Servant girls are scarce in Texas.
Jn nearly every town of that State from
a dozen to fifty young women could find!
employment at wages varying from

.fifteen to twonty dollars a mouth. NJ(
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